
 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

9/21/16 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes 

 

ABSENT:  None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

     

1.   541 Walnut Street/The Farm: 

A brief discussion was held regarding progress on the above subdivision.  Mr. Hurley noted that 

the developers were having problems with the water pressure tests.  He noted that there is a leak 

somewhere, but so far they can't find the source.  Mr. Stetson stated that they had put in a lot of 

pipe.  A question arose on the compaction that was done and whether it was done right.  Mr. 

Stetson stated that it was.   

 

2.   Pearl Road:   
A brief discussion was held regarding the status of this development.  Mr. Hurley stated that by 

prolonging acceptance of this subdivision, it was only getting the neighbors more and more 

perturbed.  He noted that the public hearing, when held, will be tough.  It was also noted for the 

record that the Board has not received any of the documents that were to be sent in by the 

proponent’s attorney, Mark Gladstone.  It was determined that the Town is holding $10,000 in 

surety for this subdivision.  The Board will await submission of the paperwork before moving 

forward with a public hearing date. 

 

3.   Spring Commons: 
The Board received a Definitive Subdivision plan for a six (6) lot subdivision from Jacobs 

Driscoll Engineering, on behalf of owner Jack Peters, and it will be constructed off of 109 Spring 

Street. The property is further described as Assessor’s Map 32, Lot 056 and Map 39, Lot 083.  

The plan shows a lengthy cul-de-sac road with a shared septic system for the proposed single 

family homes.  

 

Mr. Stetson questioned whether, with the shared septic system, if it would need to be an 

“Association” like Pearl Road and The Farm.  Mr. Hurley stated that it would have to be if they  

want a shared system. Mr. Anderson suggested that maybe he should have come in with a 

preliminary plan first.  Mr. Stetson noted that this project is currently under review of the 

Conservation Commission.   

 

The Board reviewed the proposed roadway.  Mr. Hurley noted that they were looking at a huge 

amount of fill on the site.  He noted that it would have three to five (3’- 5’) feet of fill just on the 

roadway.  He also noted that where they were going to build the houses, they would look like 

they are on islands; just bumps on a field.  Mr. Hurley suggested that they have Mr. Lanney 

investigate the fill composition.  He stated that it should be tested and any issues addressed now.  

He noted that some of the fill may be suitable, but not all of it.  Mr. Stetson stated that it should 

be tamped every twelve (12") inches and with that amount of fill it will have to be done right.   

Mr. Hurley agreed and noted that if they don’t do it right, the pipes won’t work as designed.   
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Mr. Hurley stated that he would review the Water Table elevations.  Mr. Stetson stated that he 

would like to see the percolation testing results.  Mr. Hurley stated that the mottling of the soil  

will be questionable.  Mr. Noyes questioned if the wetlands were at elevation ninety (90).  Mr. 

Hurley stated that they were between eighty eight (88) and ninety (90). Mr. Stetson stated that 

the test pit is at ninety six (96).  He stated that if the Board doesn’t stay on top of this project it 

will set a very bad precedence.  Mr. Noyes questioned that if the water table is at ninety two (92) 

how high will the last house be?  Mr. Hurley stated that he was just looking at this plan for the 

first time tonight so wasn't sure yet.  Mr. Stetson suggested that the Board make sure that their 

engineer has a magnifying glass when he reviews this plan.  Mr. Hurley reviewed the test pits 

and noted that the water table is at eighty eight point five (88.5) at the drain. Mr. Hurley 

reiterated that there was a huge amount of fill to be brought in. He noted that the foundations 

would be above nine (9’) feet of fill.  Mr. Stetson suggested that the Board may want to require 

an As-Built of the drainage like they did on B.C. Way.   

 

Mr. Noyes questioned whether there was enough cover on the pipe at the end of the roadway.  

The Board reviewed the grades and contours and determined that there was enough cover.  Mr. 

Noyes also pointed out that the plan is showing street lights, which the Board no longer is in 

favor of due to the costs involved for the town once accepted. A brief discussion was held on the 

process of clearing the land to be developed.  Mr. Hurley suggested that Forestry Superintendent, 

Chris Iannitelli, might want to go out to the site to determine if there are any trees that he would 

like to save before the entire site is cleared. 

 

Mr. Noyes questioned if, with a common sewer system, the Board would accept the roads but not 

the septic or if it would be like Pearl Road and The Farm.  Mr. Hurley stated that it would have 

to be an Association ownership. Mr. Stetson stated that it would be a lot of expense to do it this 

way.  Mr. Noyes questioned where they were going to pump the water to.  He noted that it is a 

lot of water to pump.  Mr. Hurley noted that they may have to have individual pumps but they 

won’t break down diapers, cloth, etc.  Mr. Anderson stated that it might all work when it is dry, 

but not when it is really wet in this area.  Mr. Noyes stated that they would also have a tough 

time pumping out the trench and wondered where they would pump that to.  Mr. Stetson stated 

that they would have to satisfy the Board of Health.  Mr. Hurley noted that it would be Arthur 

Cabral who would be doing the review.  Mr. Hurley noted that there is a temporary pumping and 

dewatering plan that will be in place during construction.   

 

Mr. Hurley stated that a copy of the plans and drainage calculations will be sent to the Board’s 

Engineer, Nicholas Lanney, for his review for content and compliance. Mr. Hurley stated that he 

will email Mr. Lanney with his concerns and let him know that the plans would be forthcoming. 

He stated that he would request that Mr. Lanney be diligent in his review of the septic system, 

fill, Storm Water management compliance, cross sections, curbing, etc.  Copies of the plans will 

also be sent to the Highway, Fire and Water Departments, Board of Health and Building 

Inspector.  Mr. Hurley questioned the dollar amount of the submittal check. Once this has been 

determined, Mr. Hurley will review the fees to make sure the check is adequate.  

  

A Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, November 2, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. in the 

MacDonald-Brown conference room at Town Hall.  Notices will be published in the 

Enterprise on October 11, and October, 18, 2016.   
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 4.   Calendar: 

The Board reviewed the calendar for the remainder of 2016 through October of 2017.  There was 

a brief discussion on whether the July 5th meeting may need to be rescheduled or cancelled.  Mr. 

Hurley suggested that they wait and see what is going on at that time before making any 

schedule changes.  Board members agreed. 

 

A  Motion (HA) was made to approve the calendar as submitted.  Second (AK).   

Vote:  Unanimous. 

 

5.   MAIL: 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 8/2/16, re: variance, 630 Central Street, granted. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 10/5/16, re: s.p./variance, CVS, Bedford Street.  

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 10/5/16, re: special permit, 446 West Street. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 10/5/16, re: variance, 106 Summit Drive. 

Easton ZBA notice of decision 9/8/16, re: special permit, 118 Center Street, granted. 

Easton ZBA notice of decision 9/8/16, re: special permit, 600 Turnpike Street, granted. 

Easton ZBA notice of decision 9/8/16, variance, 51 North Main Street, granted. 

Easton ZBA public hearing 10/11/16, re: modification to subdivision, 152 Dean Street. 

Easton ZBA public hearing 10/11/16, re: special permit, 9 Hollis Road. 

Board of Assessor's minutes of 8/17/16. 

Correspondence regarding the High School Football Field fence. 

Recording information for the Progressive Estates subdivision. 

Revised General Bylaws for 2016.    

Request for Determination of Applicability, septic upgrade, 38 Pinecrest Road. 

 

6.    A Motion (HA) was made to pay the secretary payroll for the period ending 9/20/16.     

       Second (AK).  Vote:  Unanimous. 

 

7.   The minutes of 9/7/16 were accepted and filed. 

  

8.   The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


